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Welcome to the October/November 

World Safety Organization Newsletter. 

 

This edition of the NewsLetter is dedi-

cated to the annual WSO Symposium, 

which was held this year in Las Vegas 

on October  7–9. Some of you were in 

attendance and can report on the in-

formative presentations and professional interchange that 

made up this year’s event.  I think the following photos and 

highlights really tell the story. 

 

As you may know, the Symposium for the next couple of years 

will be held in Las Vegas as it is a good central location that 

offers not only our Symposium attractions but other enjoyable 

entertainment as well.  Mark your calendars now for 5–7 Oc-

tober 2020, and plan to join us for an exciting and profession-

al Symposium experience. 

 

We also hope you are thinking about making an informative 

presentation during next year’s event. We will begin accepting 

abstracts/outlines for consideration shortly after the new 

year. Information will be distributed in the coming weeks, so 

keep an eye on your inbox for those WSO eAnnouncements.* 

 

I am also reminded that the holidays are nearing, and this is a 

good time to think about safety.  As you know, the holiday sea-

son can be one of the most unsafe times of the year. Sometimes 

in the fun and spirit of the season we forget the important ele-

ments of safety.  Please keep this top of mind, and plan on a 

safe holiday season! [CHB] 

 

 

*) To guarantee delivery, please be sure to add our WSO Communica-

tions email address to your address book and safe senders list:  

wso_communications@worldsafety.org 

The WSO NewsLetter is Published by the 

WSO WORLD MANAGEMENT CENTER 
PO Box 518, Warrensburg, Missouri 64093 USA 
Telephone 660-747-3132 | Fax 660-747-2647 

info@worldsafety.org | editorialstaff@worldsafety.org | https://worldsafety.org  

 

WSO National Office for Canada 

Presented with Charter 

We’ll be 
waiting 

for 
YOU! 

JOIN US in 2020! 

Perry Ballard (WSO Vice President-Deputy Director General), 

Alfredo De La Rosa (WSO President-Director General), 

Michael Brown, Emmanuel Sarmiento, Andrea Shadgett, 

Kevin Brown, Graham Moore, Tim Cole 

The WSO National Office for Canada was chartered in 
September under the sponsorship of Apex One Manage-
ment Group (Alberta). Michael Brown will serve as Direc-
tor.  Other team members are: Emmanuel Sarmiento 
(Programs and Training), James Cowan (Membership), 
Andrea Shadgett (Marketing/Communications), and John 
Quinn (Technical Advisor).  WSO presented the Charter 
materials to representatives during the 2019 WSO 
Awards Banquet on Monday evening, October 7. 
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Sincere Thanks to our Very Generous 2019 Symposium Sponsors: 

Ballard Safety, LLC 
Perry L. Ballard, Owner 

(240) 217-0014 | www.ballardsafety.com 
 

Ballard Safety LLC is a full-service Safety Audits & Inspec-

tions, Environmental Services, On-site Safety Training, 

Health/Safety Program, Technical Safety Subject Matter Expert, and Emer-

gency Preparedness firm focused on helping our clients meet their compli-

ance requirements. Our core competencies provide our clients with a full 

set of safety services needed for them to be successful. We are able to 

provide a select group of highly qualified safety professionals and services 

to our clients in any industry nationwide. 

The Academy of Sciences 

for Medical Education 
Dr. Saud Al Turki, President/CEO 

www.theacademyofsciences.com 
 

Our mission is to offer short courses that pro-

vide up to date knowledge and skills. By using the latest medical educa-

tion modules whilst gaining the recognition of world-renowned medical 

authorities, we hope to improve the health care provided to the patients, 

as well as help enhance quality and decrease morbidity and mortality both 

at the field and in the medical facilities. 

On behalf of the WSO Board of Di-
rectors and the WSO Executive Ac-
tion Committee, it is my privilege 
and pleasure to thank all the partic-
ipants, presenters, special guests, 
awardees, and generous sponsors, 
as well as the organizing committee 
of the very successful 32nd Annual 
WSO International Environmental 
and Occupational Safety and Health 
Symposium. The fact that almost all 
the distinguish presenters and at-
tendees traveled long distances to 
actively participate serves as inspi-
rations to look forward to our year-

ly WSO family get-together. 
 
The symposium also marks the 44th year of WSO in the inter-
national scene, and we are very proud to be able to successful-
ly host it again in Las Vegas, Nevada, with all of you. You have 
all chosen to be a part of our organization because of our mu-
tual passion for the safety and accident prevention and the 
protection of our environment. Your passions help us all to 
come together as one, and the energy we create as one allows 
us to achieve our individual as well as organization’s goals.  
 
The symposium proved to be memorable and fulfilling as al-
ways. Meeting safety and environmental professionals from all 
continents, seeing old friends and meeting lots of new people 
and making new friends along the way. Here at WSO we value 
and cherish the friendships we make as they more often than 
not prove to be formed on a strong common ground which in 
turn makes them last for many, many years to come. 
 
This year’s theme was “Professionalism and Excellence for the 
Future.” To be a professional requires commitment. Commit-
ment requires courage, moral courage, or fortitude if you will. 
Without fortitude, integrity will fail, and when integrity fails, 
professionalism is gone. As safety professionals, practitioners 

and advocates, we need to strive for excellence – not perfec-
tion, but excellence.  
 
Excellence differentiates extraordinary people from ordinary 
people. Those who strive for excellence will have longevity in 
their endeavors. It is both the yardstick and the benchmark. 
When you benchmark to other achievers, you tend to improve 
and grow. As WSO members and as safety professionals, we 
want to excel in our chosen field of endeavor in the field of 
environment, health and safety.   
 
As your new President-Director General, I am the next link in a 
chain of dedicated safety professionals who have served as 
President-Director General of WSO, a chain that reaches back 
to 1975 from Dr. Emiliano Camarillo, Dr. Glenn Hudson, Dr. 
Peter Leggat, Mr. David Day, Dr. Vlado Senkovich, and to our 
beloved Mr. Edward E. Hogue. While I hold this torch, I pledge 
to continue the important and valued work of those distin-
guish safety professionals that came before me. I will repre-
sent the WSO with the best of my ability, I will foster and en-
courage growth on the WSO memberships, WSO Professional 
Certifications, support to the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) of the United Nations, national and international activi-
ties of our extraordinary organization of dedicated safety, 
health and environmental professionals, practitioners and ad-
vocates, and I will personally be of service to as many mem-
bers as I am able. 
 
Thank you again for the faith you have placed in me, and for 
the privilege to serve as your President-Director General in the 
45th year of the World Safety Organization. I welcome your 
thoughts, your suggestions and your opinions.  Together with 
our new Vice President-Deputy Director General Mr. Perry 
Ballard and the WSO Board of Directors, I will do my best for 
you, for our vision, and for the legacy and future of the World 
Safety Organization. 
 
Thank you all, and let us continue to “Make Safety a Way of 
Life…Worldwide.”  

Engr. Alfredo A. De La Rosa, Jr. 

WSO President-Director General 
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Highlights of the 32nd WSO Symposium 

Ricardo and Cecile Salanda, Jeric Del Rosario Monday Morning Meet-and-Greet Social Meliton Sarmiento, Miguel Morante 

Edward Hogue (WSO Immediate Past 

President-Director General), Bo Mitchell 

(Keynote Speaker), and Alfredo De La Rosa 

(WSO President-Director-General) 

Kristiana and Norris Varkalhoff 

Bo Mitchell, Cethrobelle Briñas Alfredo De La Rosa, Ugochi Obidiegwu 
Attendees participate 

during Keynote Presentation 

K.G. Premaratne, Joseph Kimeu 

End of Keynote Presentation 
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Highlights of the WSO Global Safety Roundtable 

Dr. David Gilkey Douglas Perryman K.G. Premaratne, Edward Hogue 

Monica Cervantes Participants in Global Safety Roundtable Participants in Global Safety Roundtable 

David North Kevin Brown Engr. Alfredo De La Rosa, Jr. 

Joseph Kimeu David Roberson Ugochi Obidiegwu 

Participants in Global Safety Roundtable Michael Brown Participants in Global Safety Roundtable 



Recipients of the 2019 WSO Awards 
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WSO Glenn E. Hudson Award 

Dr. Janis K. Jansz 

WSO Safety Person of the Year 

Michael Brown 

WSO James K. Williams Award 

WSO National Office for Nigeria 

WSO Award for 

Scientific Research & Development 

Prof. Dr. Elias M. Choueiri 

WSO International Office of the Year 

WSO International Office 

for Philippines 

WSO Concerned Organization 

Indonesia Mining Safety Professionals 

Association (APKPI) 

WSO Concerned Company/Corporation 

The Capital Metro Transportation Authority 

WSO Concerned Company/Corporation 

Cobalt Safety Consulting, Inc. 
WSO Concerned Company/Corporation 

PT Waskita Karya (Persero) Tbk 

WSO Concerned Company/Corporation 

Zachry Construction Corporation 

WSO Concerned Professional 

Willy Macias 
WSO Concerned Citizen 

Christian Mark Dimayuga 
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Recipients of the 2019 WSO Awards 

WSO Concerned Citizen 

Dr. Ir. Rudiyanto, MM, MIIRM 

WSO John A. Agrilla Certificate 

David H. Roberson 

WSO Educational Award 

Binawan University 

Profiles of all recipients of the 2019 WSO Awards may be found on the WSO website under the WSO Library Menu Heading.  

Document: 2019 WSO Awards Program 

WSO Donald E. Rhodes Certificate 

Steven T. Guillory 

WSO Donald E. Rhodes Certificate 

David A. North 

WSO Donald E. Rhodes Certificate 

Dr. Lourrinda Renée 

Of Special Note 
This year, the WSO Donald E. Rhodes Certificate was awarded to the well-deserving 

Members of the WSO Certification Board for exhibiting a consistent and above average 

dedication and promotion of occupational and environmental safety and health through 

their support of the WSO Certification Program. 

 

Other members of the WSO Certification Board who attended the 2019 WSO Awards 

Banquet, but are not pictured for this award, are Stephen S. Austin, Edward E. Hogue, 

Lon S. McDaniel, David H. Roberson, and William G. Thompson, IV. 

 

Unable to attend were James E. Boivin, Stephen A. Estrin, Kevin D. Lyons, 

Dr. Michael M. Mendoza, Kenneth R. Nichter, Leonard A. “Len” Perry, and Eric S. Roberts. 
WSO Donald E. Rhodes Certificate 

Dr. Michael L. Thomas 

WSO Award 

for Scientific Research & Development 

Jayandran Mohan 

 

WSO J. Peter Cunliffe Transportation 

Award 

Richard C. Franklin, PhD 

WSO Concerned Organization 

University of Benin Teaching Hospital 

(UBTH) 

 

WSO Concerned Company/Corporation 

DanaRich Creative Concept Limited 

Kot Addu Power Company Limited 

WSO Concerned Professional 

S. Tayyeb Hussain 

 

WSO Concerned Citizen 

Travis Roberson 

 

WSO Educational Award 

Aliyu Abdul-Rauf Alabi 

Hajiya (Dr.) Maryam J. Bello Yasin 

 

 
OTHER 2019 WSO AWARDEES NOT PICTURED 
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Highlights of the 32nd WSO Symposium 

Pictured above: Attendees in Karen Townsend’s breakout session learned several stretches and techniques to de-stress and maintain flexibility while 

on the job. Pictured below: Attendees in Stephanie Gerken’s breakout session received information about the requirements of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act pertaining to assistance animals in the workplace as well as demonstrations by a therapy dog and a service dog. 
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Highlights of the 32nd WSO Symposium 

Pinky and Scott Peters, Eros Zuñiga, Cethrobelle Briñas, 

James and Ruby Porter 

Seated, left to right: Dr. Janis Jansz, Gail Brandys 

Standing, left to right: Jean-Marie De La Rosa, Eros Zuñiga, 

Cethrobelle Briñas, Dr. Bob Brandys 

Perry Ballard, Alfredo De La Rosa Karen Townsend, Ugochi Obidiegwu Steve Austin, Ugochi Obidiegwu 

Joseph Kimeu, Perry Ballard Eros Zuñiga, Dr. Paul Jansz, Ricardo Salanda 

Emmanuel Sarmiento, Michael Brown 

Willy Macias, Manuel Machado 
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Highlights of the 32nd WSO Symposium 

Meliton Sarmiento, Emmanuel Sarmiento, 

Cethrobelle Briñas, Miguel Morante 

Scott Peters, Eros Zuñiga, Cethrobelle Brinas, 

James Porter, Alfredo De La Rosa, 

Emmanuel Sarmiento, Michael Brown  

Alfredo De La Rosa and Martin Logan with 

Representatives of Indonesia Mining Safety 

Professionals Association (APKPI) 

KG Premaratne, Rafiu Zakaria, Kevin Brown, 

Michael Brown 

Dr. Paul Jansz 

serenaded during our break times. 

Scott Peters, Alfredo De La Rosa, 

Christian Mark Dimayuga, 

Jean-Marie De La Rosa 

William Thompson, Alfredo De La Rosa, 

Margarita Thompson 

Alfredo De La Rosa, Yung Kai Hsu Martin Logan, Joseph Kimeu 

David Roberson, Leigh Tomich, 

Kyndra Titmas 

Ugochi Obidiegwu, Olusayo Oladotun 

Olanipekun 

Joseph Kimeu, KG Premaratne, Ed Hogue, 

Olukayode Mobolaji Omiwole 



Highlights of the 32nd WSO Symposium 
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Doing what he loved…moderating and 

facilitating the Global Safety Roundtable. 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

Edward E. Hogue | 1948–2019 



“Making Safety a Way of Life...Worldwide” since 1975 

WSO World Management Center 
PO Box 518, Warrensburg MO 64093 USA 

Tel: 1-660-747-3132 | Fax: 1-660-747-2647 

Email: info@worldsafety.org 

VISIT US ON THE WEB 

www.worldsafety.org 
 

FIND US ALSO ON 

Accredited in Compliance with 

ISO/IEC 17024:2012 

Special Excursion Arranged for Attendees 

As part of the WSO Symposium, an  excursion was organised by 
Gail and Dr. Robert Brandys on Thursday, October 10, for interna-
tional symposium participants to learn about American desert 
plants.  On arrival participants were welcomed to the University 
of Nevada and given information about the Master Gardener pro-
gram and gardening volunteer work that is conducted through the 
University’s Cooperative Extension (UNCE).  This was followed by 
listening to Gail present information in a class room using power 
point slides. We were then taken on a tour through the 40-acre 
Research and Display Gardens adjacent to UNCE’s office and train-
ing facility. There was a wide variety of types of gardens and 
plants that varied from growing cottage garden herbs, fruit trees, 
and plants that could be grown in the home garden in Nevada, 
Arizona, and other places, to a wide variety of native desert 
plants. Some plants were grown for scientific study or for horti-
cultural research purposes to determine the best plants to grow in 
the area and conditions required for growth, while other plants 
were grown for educational purposes such as the  school chil-
dren’s garden that was being used to help children to learn gar-
dening skills, to develop their enthusiasm for working in a garden 
and to assist children, and interested members of the public, to 
learn about many types of plants, including the plants that were 
indigenous to the area. What was enjoyed most was seeing such a 
wide variety of plants, many with beautiful flowers or fruit, that 
were so different to plants grown in other parts of the world, and 
learning from Gail and Dr. Bob who are gardening experts with a 
wealth of knowledge about what is growing in the research and 
display gardens.  

Dr. Janis Jansz. School of Public Health, Curtin University. Director, 

WSO National Office for Australia. 


