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To all World Safety Members:

Welcome to the May newsletter. Most of the newsletters and other publications are talking 
about the upcoming symposium and the need to send in paper abstracts and get registered.

As you have heard, this years Symposium will be held on October 2-5 in Odessa, Texas, USA, 
at the MCM Eleganté. In order to get ready for this event we need everyone to register and if 
you have information to present, then we also need an abstract of your presentation. We have 
several presentation slots still open. If anyone has questions, please let the World 
Management Center in Warrensburg know and they can help you.

A lot has happened in the world since our last symposium and perhaps you are heavily 
involved in various work and social engagements, those of which would be good subjects to 
make a presentation on. In addition, we have several named speakers who are world class 
experts in various areas. I'm sure you will not want to miss those presentations.

For the last several years Covid has kept us away from crowds and we have had to cancel our 
symposiums, this year is a come back year and we are excited to get back o track. 

We look forward to seeing all of you in Texas.
Be safe!!!!

CHB

https://worldsafety.org/
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Javier Jovan, Mayor of Odessa, Texas
featured speaker

Biography
Javier Joven was elected December 15th, to the Odessa City Council 
Mayor position and is serving his first term as Mayor of the City of Odessa.
Javier was born and raised in Odessa, TX. Javier is the youngest of three 
siblings being born in 1965 to Jose A Joven (90) and Yolanda Joven (88),
(deceased) both of Del Rio, Tx.
Javier Joven is the first Hispanic to be elected in the history of the 
municipal elections in Odessa, Tx.
"Mayor Joven described the win as an improbable victory in the eyes of 
people, but a glorious victory with the help of 
God and his volunteers."

Education & Employment
Javier Joven attended both Ector High School and Odessa High School. 
Upon graduation Javier attended Midland College.
Javier, also studied culinary arts and attained many accolades as Sous Chef, Pastry Chef in his 10 yrs. 
Career traveling the country and working for various corporate hotels and prestige’s country clubs as far as 
New York State.
Javier is also the sole-Owner of A1-Roofing and Framing and Owner of A1-Roofing and Construction.

Community Service
Javier is a former City member of Odessa’s City Council District 5 having being elected to two terms 1995-
1997,1998-1999. Javier was the first Hispanic to be appointed to the Ector Republican County Vice-Chair. 
Then went on the be elected to the Ector County Republican. Pct. Chair #204 in 2012-to Present. Javier 
has served on various governmental and non-profit
boards through-out Odessa, TX. including these notable boards both past and present

. United Way
. Floyd Gwyn Little League
. Ector Co Republican Party Pct Chair 204
. Ector Co. Republican Woman Club
. Mayors Drug and Crime Commission
. Main Street Odessa
. Odessa Firemen Pension Plan
. Gideons
. Odessa Barrio Lions Club
. First Night Odessa
. Founder of the Firecracker Fandango
. Boys and Girls Club
. Pop-Warner Football
. Odessa Youth Baseball
. Holiday Heritage Christmas lights grant project.
. Founder and Sponsor of City of Odessa SOB Ordinance
. Advocate of Sanctuary City for the Unborn Odessa, Tx.
. Main Street Odessa
. Gideons
. Barrio Lions Club

Family
Javier is husband to Jo Ann Joven for 38 years and proud father of two adult sons and 5 grandchildren.
Javier's most notable marriage quote goes as follows “Jo Anna’s my wife and has been married for 38 
consecutive years to the same lucky man.”
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A SEISMIC TRAGEDY by Dr. Jerry Cammarata, PhD, ScD(h), LHD(h), WSPO-CSE, L/A

What we cannot tame, we can educate to avoid, and what has risk, we 
can educate to be-prepared. 

It was an honor and privilege to travel to Turkiye last month, as the World Safety 
Organization’s UN Liaison. I spoke to many in Turkiye about the devastation of human lives 
and property which was caused by one of largest earthquakes in the last 100 years, in the 
Gaziantep region, killing over 48,000 people; 3 tectonic plates (Anatolia, Arabia, and Africa) 
are merging every year, competing for space, with no geological alternative but to selfishly 
claim back land through natural force.

(Continued on page 5)
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A SEISMIC TRAGEDY by Dr. Jerry Cammarata, PhD, ScD(h), LHD(h), WSPO-CSE, L/A

Based on the science and technology dimensions of earthquakes, many WSO credentialed professionals have written 
articles, if not books, offering their unique perspective of engineering, and  safety. 

For a reflection in this issue of our newsletter, the following may be important to ponder:

A. There have been 9 major earthquakes in the region over the last 100 years.

B. Since 115 AD through the 19th century, there have been 10 significant earthquakes.

C. Turkiye has been experiencing a trend of increased population growth in urban areas since 1950. In 1990, 65 
percent of the Turkish population was recorded to live in its cities, with over 500,000 inhabitants in Gaziantep.

A. Migration to urban areas in earthquake prone Turkish cities is met with more and more construction to feed the 
ever-increasing density.  

B. The United States Geological Survey (USGS) has declared  building-construction methods in the Gaziantep 
region to be grossly inferior, leading to the overwhelming disaster.

C. We await the fate of Istanbul (possibly to probably in our life time). There are 16 Million inhabitants living in 
this very vulnerable city, with existing catastrophic seismic consequences. Professor Dr. Dogan Kalafat, Director 
of the Kandilli Observatory Regional Earthquake-Tsunami Tracking Center predicts Istanbul has a 64 percent 
chance of a major earthquake in the next 7 years. The Mayor of Istanbul, Ekrem Imamoglu fears for its some 
90,000 buildings.    

Knowing the fragile geological configuration of Turkiye,  understanding the global engineering and construction 
competency we possess, and to bear witness to at least one model of earthquake assessment (based on the seismic area 
of the City of Banda Aceh in Indonesia), we must ask ourselves if we are living up to the tenants of our profession, or, 
are we using our profession to see how well we can out-smart mother nature?

(Continued on page 6)

(Continued from page 4)
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A SEISMIC TRAGEDY by Dr. Jerry Cammarata, PhD, ScD(h), LHD(h), WSPO-CSE, L/A

Further, if we follow the Park Model curve of disaster recovery, was Turkiye able to activate a recovery protocol in a 
timely manner? News reports have given us adequate insight into this regard, with appreciation and gratitude going to 
countless voluntary international organizations of relief.  

We will not answer these questions in this WSO Newsletter, and I hope there will be technical presenters at our next 
conference on the issue, however, we all have an obligation to sit back, take a deep breath and consider engaging in 
significant reflection upon how well we honor our profession of safety, and what is in our portfolio of practice to make 
risk reduction truly the highest priority in every one of our workplaces and residences.

This leads to the message we MUST take away from our recent media consumption of the Turkiye earthquake –
EDUCATION.

What are the education avenues we must all follow: 

a. Educating ourselves should always be at the heart of who we are as professionals. Our education allows us to 
proudly display our degrees, our work/life experiences as daily enhancers of our valued practices, and, yes, 
attending our yearly WSO conference, and many other conferences, so we may exchange ideas, and grow from 
each other’s wisdom. This is vital to our professional advancement.

b. Educating as a collaborator with our local and national governments, so they can best understand the safety 
implications of laws or policies they promulgate; all too often, economics and ‘governmental shortcuts’ will 
drive decisions, not an abundance of safety; for example, putting a burdensome load on mandatory overtime 
concerning accelerated government contracts – fostering an increased risk in human error.    

(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 5)
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A SEISMIC TRAGEDY by Dr. Jerry Cammarata, PhD, ScD(h), LHD(h), WSPO-CSE, L/A

a. Educating our neighbors, our places of worship, our local businesses, and our families at home can impart safety 
practices which will enrich the quality of life of everyone.

b. Educating in the classroom can bring out the teacher in all of us. For some this may be a little daunting, however, 
think of all the classroom experiences we can provide, giving our knowledge to the students of the World, and 
our perspective on risk assessment – even to the youngest child in school, having a conversation about crossing a 
street or walking on ice can be a lifetime memory and, more importantly, a lifetime practice!

(Photo by Bernat Armangie AP)

(Photo by Anadolu Agency)(Photo by CNN)

As the WSO is the worldwide organization charged with 
‘keeping the world safe,’ and making it a better place, 
we, as a collective membership, transcend culture, 
ethnicity, politics, governments, and even volcanos, 
earthquakes, and tsunamis. With our safety knowledge 
and working side by side with other professionals, what 
we cannot tame, we can educate to avoid, and what has 
risk, we can educate to be-prepared. Let us also not 
forget to give appreciation and gratitude to the countless 
voluntary international organizations of relief.   To the 
people of Turkiye, the WSO offers this Islamic saying, 
“Asalamu Alaykum,’ (Peace be upon you), and may 
your lives be enriched with a prosperous and safe future. 

(NOTE: Jerry Cammarata, PhD, ScD(h), LHD(h), WSO-CSE, L/A, is one of the WSO Liaison’s to the UN. He is based in 
New York, and currently the Assistant Vice President for Community Affairs of Touro University, Chief Operating Officer 
and Dean of Student Affairs of Touro College of Osteopathic Medicine. He is the former Commissioner of the New York 
City Department of Youth and Community Development, as well, as the Associate Director of Coney Island Hospital. 

Dr. Cammarata is the Author of The Fun Book of Fatherhood  

Dr. Cammarata is grateful to Rabbi Marc Schneier, President of the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding, for inviting him, as 
a member of the delegation, to go to Turkiye and have an opportunity to speak to its citizens.              

(Continued from page 6)
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Call for Speakers

For more information, please visit our website or contact the WSO 
WMC at symposium@worldsafety.org or call 660-747-3132
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“Making Safety a Way of Life…Worldwide” since 1975

Accredited in compliance with 
ISO/IEC 17024:2012

WSO World Management Center
106 W Young St #F, Warrensburg, MO 

64093 USA
Tel: 1-660-747-3132 | Fax: 1-660-747-2647

Email: info@worldsafety.org

VISIT US ON THE WEB
www.worldsafety.org

WE NEED YOU
Do you blog?

Do you write articles for your company’s newsletter?

Do you have relevant information to share?

Did your company or agency sponsor a special safety-focused event?

Does your company or agency have an upcoming safety-focused event you 
wish to promote?

If so, we would love to feature your content in a future WSO NewsLetter or TechLetter!

Just email your article/ blog, author(s) byline, brief bio, and photo to us:
editorialstaff@worldsafety.org

Please request a publication release form if required by your employer or co-author(s). Authors/ Companies will maintain all 
proprietary rights, and WSO will state where the original content was posted or published, if applicable.

mailto:info@worldsafety.org
http://www.worldsafety.org/
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